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Title  50 — Wildlife  and  Fisheries 

CHAPTER  VI — FISHERY  CONSERVATION 
AND  MANAGEMENT,  NATIONAL  OCE¬ 
ANIC  AND  ATMOSPHERIC  ADMINISTRA¬ 
TION,  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

PART  661— SALMON  FISHERY 

Commercial  and  Recreational  Salmon 
Fisheries  Off  the  Coasts  of  Washington, 
Oregon,  and  California 

AGENCY:  National  Oceanic  and  Atmos¬ 
pheric  Administration/Commerce. 

ACTION:  Amendments  to  emergency 
regulations. 

SUMMARY :  This  document  amends  the 
current  emergency  regulations  by  pro¬ 
viding  for  changes  in  the  opening  and 
closing  dates  in  designated  fishing  areas, 
changes  in  minimum  length  of  chiztook 
salmon,  and  adds  new  sections  concern¬ 
ing  Treaty  Indian  Rights  and  Test  Fish¬ 
eries.  These  amendments  will  conform 
the  emergency  regulations  to  recent 
changes  in  the  fishery  management  plan. 

DATES:  Effective  dates:  0001  a.m.,  on 
May  25,  1977  and  shall  remain  in  effect 
for  45  days;  comments  on  or  before  July 
8,  1977. 

ADDRESS:  Send  comments  to:  Director, 
National  Marine  Fisheries  Service,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  20235. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CON¬ 
TACT: 

Mr.  Donald  Johnson,  Northwest  Re¬ 
gional  Director,  National  Marine  Fish¬ 
eries  Service;  Seattle,  Wash.  98109, 
phone  206-442-7575. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
On  April  20, 1977,  the  Secretary  of  Com¬ 
merce  approved  the  fishery  management 
plan  prepared  by  the  Pacific  Fishery 
Management  Council  for  the  Commercial 
and  Recreational  Salmon  Fisheries  off 
the  Coasts  of  Washington,  Oregon,  and 
California  and  determined  that  an  emer¬ 
gency  exists  involving  some  of  the  salmon 
resources  covered  by  the  plan.  The  Secre¬ 
tary  recognized  that  the  plan  met  the 
basic  needs  to  conserve  and  manage  this 
important  resource  but  also  was  con¬ 
cerned  over  the  Impact  the  plan  and  pro¬ 
posed  emergency  regulations  had  on  cer¬ 
tain  segments  of  the  Industry  and  the 
treaty  rights  of  the  Makah  Indian  Tribe. 

In  response  to  file  concerns  and  re¬ 
quests  of  the  Secretary  of  Commerce,  the 
Pacific  Fishery  Management  Council  at 
Its  meeting  on  May  9, 1977,  reconsidered 
certain  aspects  of  its  plan  and  submitted 
amendments  to  the  plan  and  propoeed 
amendments  to  the  existing  emergency 
regulations.  These  amendments  provide 
for  changes  in  the  opening  and  dosing 
dates  In  Management  Areas  A  through  E, 
changes  In  minimum  length  of  chinook 
salmon  from  26  to  28  inches  and  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  rights  of  the  Makah  Indian 
Tribe. 

In  view  of  the  many  changes  in  §  661.8 
Commercial  fishing,  we  feel  that  it  would 
he  most  helpful  to  commercial  fishermen 
to  fully  understand  these  changes  if  the 
section  was  republished  In  Its  entirety. 
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Therefore,  under  section  305(e)  (2)  of 
the  Fishery  Conservation  and  Manage¬ 
ment  Act  of  1976,  the  Secretary  is  au¬ 
thorized  to  amend  the  emergency  regu¬ 
lations  which  Implement  the  Commercial 
and  Recreational  Salmon  Fisheries  off 
the  Coasts  of  Washington,  Oregon,  and 
California  fishery  management  plan. 

Dated:  May  20,  1977  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C. 

Winfred  H.  Meibohm, 
Associate  Director, 
National  Marine  Fisheries  Service. 

1.  In  the  Table  of  Contents  the  S  661.2 
should  read  “Relation  to  State  Law”,  the 
term  “[reserved]"  is  deleted  in  S  661.10, 
and  a  new  S  661.11  Is  added  as  follows: 

Sec. 

WWW  •  8 

661.11  Test  fisheries. 

2.  Section  661.8  is  revised  as  follows: 
g  661 A  Commercial  fishing. 

(a)  Open  seasons  and  areas.  All  open 
seasons  shall  begin  at  0001  hours  and 
terminate  at  2400  hours  on  the  dates 
specified  herein.  Unless  otherwise  speci¬ 
fied,  Pacific  Daylight  Time  will  apply. 
The  Pacific  Council  Management  Area  is 
closed  to  commercial  salmon  fishing  ex¬ 
cept  for  the  following  open  seasons  and 
areas. 

(1)  In  Management  Area  A,  the  open 
season  for  salmon  fishing  shall  be  as 
follows: 

(1)  The  season  for  all  salmon  species, 
except  coho,  shall  begin  on  May  1,  1977, 
and  terminate  on  June  14, 1977. 

(ii)  The  season  for  all  salmon  species, 
Including  coho,  shall  begin  on  July  1, 
1977,  and  terminate  on  September  15, 
1977. 

(2)  In  Management  Area  B,  the  open 
season  for  salmon  fishing  shall  be  as 
follows: 

(1)  The  season  for  all  salmon  species, 
except  coho,  shall  begin  on  May  1,  1977, 
and  terminate  on  June  14, 1977. 

(ii)  The  season  for  all  salmon  species, 
lnckxfing  coho,  shall  begin  on  July  1. 
1977  and  terminate  on  October  31,  1977, 
at  24M  hours  Pacific  Standard  Time. 

(3)  In  Management  Area  C,  the  open 
season  for  salmon  fishing  shall  be  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

(1)  The  season  for  all  salmon  species, 
except  coho,  shall  begin  on  May  1,  1977, 
and  terminate  on  June  14,  1977. 

(ID  The  season  for  all  salmon  species, 
hadudlng  coho,  shall  begin  on  June  15, 
1977,  and  terminate  on  October  31,  1977, 
at  340#  hours  Pacific  Standard  Time. 

(4)  In  Management  Area  D  and  E, 
the  open  season  for  salmon  fishing  shall 
be  as  follows : 

(I)  The  season  for  all  salmon  species, 
except  coho,  shall  begin  on  April  15, 1977, 
and  terminate  on  May  14,  1977. 

(II)  The  season  for  all  salmon  species, 
Including  coho,  shall  begin  on  May  15, 
1977,  and  terminate  on  September  30, 
1977. 

(b)  Gear  restrictions.  (1)  Only  troll 
gear  shall  be  used  for  commercial  sal¬ 
mon  fishing  while  In  the  Pacific  Council 


Management  Area.  However,  in  Manage¬ 
ment  Areas  D  and  E,  troll  gear  need 
not  be  fixed  to  the  vessel  as  specified  in 

f  «61.3(m) . 

(2)  Only  single/barbless  hooks  shall  be 
used  for  commercial  salmon  fishing  be¬ 
fore  July  1977,  while  in  Management 
Areas  A  and  B. 

(c)  Size  restrictions.  (1)  No  person 
shall  take  and  retain  any  Chinook  sal¬ 
mon  (Oncorhynchus  tshawytscha )  while 
aboard  a  vessel  used  for  commercial  fish¬ 
ing  less  than: 

(1)  Twenty-eight  inches  in  length  in 
Management  Areas  A  and  B;  or 

(ii)  Twenty-six  inches  in  length  in 
Management  Areas  C,  D  and  E. 

(d)  Vessel  inspection  and  certification. 
(1)  Any  vessel  subject  to  State  hold  in¬ 
spection.  fishing  in  Management  Areas 
A  and  B  between  July  1  and  July  10, 
1977,  must  have  on  board  documenta¬ 
tion  of  such  inspection  as  may  be  issued 
hy  the  State  adjacent  to  such  Manage¬ 
ment  Area. 

(2)  Any  vessel  26  feet  or  longer  with 
coho  salmon  on  board  In  Management 
Areas  D  and  E  between  May  15  and 
May  25,  1977,  shall  have  on  board  docu¬ 
mentation  of  hold  Inspection  Issued  by 
the  State  adjacent  to  such  Management 
Areas. 

(a)  No  person  shall  take  and  retain 
any  steelhead  ( Salmo  garidneri )  within 
the  Pacific  Council  Management  Area. 

3.  Section  661.9(a)  subparagraphs  (2) 
and  (4),  and  subparagraph  (1)  of  para¬ 
graph  (b)  are  amended  as  follows: 

§  661.9  Recreational  fishing. 

(a)  •  •  * 

(2)  Ip  Management  Area  C,  the  sea¬ 
son  shall  open  on  April  30.  1977,  and 
tenainate  on  October  31,  1977,  at  2400 
hours  Pacific  Standard  Time. 

•  •  •  •  • 

(4)  In  Management  Area  E,  the  sea¬ 
son  shall  open  on  February  12,  1977,  at 
0001  hours  Pacific  Standard  Time  and 
terminate  on  November  13,  1977,  at  2400 
hoars  Pacific  Standard  Time. 

(b)  •  •  • 

(I)  No  gear  other  than  angling  gear 
may  be  used  for  recreational  salmon 
fishing,  except  that  In  Management 
Areas  D  and  E,  during  the  commercial 
salBMR  season  ({  661.8(a)  (4),  closely  at¬ 
tended  rods  and/or  lines  may  be  used. 

•  *  •  •  • 

4.  New  S  661.10  is  added  as  follows: 

§  661.10  Treaty  Indian  rights. 

(a)  entitled  to  exercise  rights 

under  the  Treaty  with  the  Makah  may 
fish  for  all  salmon  species  In  that  portion 
of  Management  Area  A  north  of  48* 
0T 36"  north  latitude  from  May  1,  1977, 
to  October  31,  1977.  Such  persons  are 
otherwise  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  Part  661,  the  Act  and  any  other 
regulation  Issued  under  the  Act. 

(Ml  The  Secretary  will  give  due  con¬ 
sideration  In  promulgating  emergency 
i  ignis tfcim  under  S  661.7  to  the  treaty 
rights  of  Indian  tribes  with  usual  and 
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accustomed  Ashing  grounds  in  the  area 
affected  by  such  regulations. 

5.  New  s  661.11  is  added  as  follows: 

§  661.11  Teat  fisheries. 

The  Secretary  may,  upon  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Pacific  Council,  allow 
in  the  Pacific  Council  Management 
Area  such  limited  test  fisheries  for 
scientific  purposes  as  may  be  proposed 
by  the  Pacific  Council,  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment,  State  Governments  and  Treaty 
Indian  Tribes  having  usual  and  accus¬ 
tomed  fishing  grounds  in  the  Pacific 
Council  Management  Area. 

[FR  Doc.77-14846  Filed  6-23-77:8:46  am] 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

National  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric 
Administration 

COMMERCIAL  AND  RECREATIONAL 

SALMON  FISHERIES  OFF  THE  COASTS 
OF  WASHINGTON,  OREGON,  AND 
CALIFORNIA 

Approval  of  Amendment  to  the  Fishery 
Management  Plan  and  Requests  for 
Comments 

Pursuant  to  section  304  of  the  Fishery 
Conservation  and  Management  Act  of 
1976,  (Pub.  L.  94-265,  16  U.S.C.  1801  et 
seq.)  (the  Act),  the  Secretary  of  Com¬ 
merce  (the  Secretary)  is  authorized  to 
receive,  review  and  approve  a  fishery 
management  plan  (FMP)  or  amendment 
to  such  plan  prepared  by  a  Regional 
Fishery  Management  Council,  concern¬ 
ing  fisheries  within  the  200-mile  fishery 
conservation  zone  (FCZ). 

Pursuant  to  Title  III  of  the  Act,  the 
Pacific  Fishery  Management  Council, 
has  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Sec¬ 
retary  an  amendment  to  a  FMP  for 
“Commercial  and  Recreational  Salmon 
Fisheries  Off  the  Coasts  of  Washington, 
Oregon,  and  California”  (the  “Plan”) .  In 
addition,  it  has  been  determined  that 
this  amendment  is  among  the  options 
considered  in  the  Final  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  prepared  concerning 
the  FMP. 

The  Secretary  of  Commerce,  by  au¬ 
thority  of  section  305  of  the  Act,  wishes 
to  advise  the  public  of  the  approval  of 
the  above  mentioned  amendment  to  the 
salmon  FMP  and  of  the  promulgation  of 
amended  regulations  implementing  the 
Plan  as  amended. 

The  amendment,  published  in  its  en¬ 
tirety  below,  as  required  by  section 
305(a)  of  the  Act,  is  intended  to  improve 
the  basis  for  the  conservation  and  man¬ 
agement  of  the  offshore  salmon  fishery 
for  the  States  of  Washington,  Oregon, 
and  California  in  the  FCZ  created  by 
section  101  of  the  Act.  This  amendment 
has  the  effect  of  promoting  the  conserva¬ 
tion  and  management  of  the  Chinook 
salmon  stocks  by  increasing  of  the  mini¬ 
mum  size  from  26  inches  to  28  inches 
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north  of  Tillamook  Head,  Oregon.  Antic¬ 
ipated  hardship  in  the  original  Plan 
upon  commercial  fishermen  engaged  in 
this  fishery  is  reduced  by  amending  the 
original  30 -day  closure  in  June  to  two 
weeks  in  June.  Special  fishery  rights  ac¬ 
cruing  to  certain  coastal  treaty  Indian 
tribes  are  specifically  recognized  in  this 
amendment. 

This  amended  FMP  is  being  imple¬ 
mented  by  amended  emergency  regula¬ 
tions  (also  published  today  in  the 
Federal  Register),  as  authorized  by  sec¬ 
tion  305(e)  of  the  Act.  Emergency  regu¬ 
lations  as  amended  were  promulgated 
after  the  Secretary  found  and  deter¬ 
mined  that  an  emergency  exists  in  the 
coastal  commercial  and  recreational 
salmon  fisheries  of  Washington,  Oregon, 
and  California. 

Publication  of  this  amendment  also 
constitutes  the  notice  of  publication  for 
the  approved  FMP  as  amended  and  its 
proposed  permanent  regulations  as  re¬ 
quired  by  section  305(a)  of  the  FCMA. 

Written  data,  views  and  comments 
concerning  the  Plan  may  be  submitted 
to:  Director,  National  Marine  Fisheries 
Service,  Washington,  D.C.  20235.  The 
Secretary  of  Commerce  will  consider  all 
such  data,  views,  and  comments  sub¬ 
mitted  on  or  prior  to  July  8,  1977,  before 
final  action  is  taken  with  respect  to  the 
FMP  and  implementing  regulations  pur¬ 
suant  to  section  305(c)  of  the  FOMA. 

I  am  publishing  this  document  on  be¬ 
half  of  and  at  the  request  of  the  Secre¬ 
tary. 

Dated  this  May  20,  1977,  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C. 

Winfred  H.  Meibohm, 
Associate  Director, 
National  Marine  Fisheries  Service. 

An  Amendment  t6  the  Fishery  Manage¬ 
ment  Plan  for  “Commercial  and  Rec¬ 
reational  Salmon  Fisheries  Off  the 
Coasts  of  Washington,  Oregon,  and 
California” 

The  Pacific  Fishery  Management 
Council,  in  response  to  a  request  from 
the  Secretary  of  Commerce  to  reconsider 
certain  aspects  of  its  plan  adopted  dur¬ 


ing  public  meetings  on  March  17-18, 
1977,  in  Seattle,  Washington,  adopted 
certain  amendments  during  public  meet¬ 
ings  on  May  2-3,  1977,  in  Portland, 
Oregon. 

The  amendments  pertain  to  the  treaty 
rights  of  the  Makah  Indian  Tribe  and 
select  Option  2  in  place  of  the  option 
which  in  the  plan  is  referred  to  as  Option 
CA  (Council  Adopted).  In  addition, 
changes  in  wording  of  regulations  were 
adopted  to  conform  as  closely  as  pos¬ 
sible  to  state  regulations  in  adjacent 
waters. 

The  amendments  to  the  plan  are  as 
follows: 

I.  Page  28:  Amend  Section  2.8.2,  para¬ 
graph  1,  last  sentence,  by  adding  after 
the  word  “plan,”  “provided,  however, 
that  in  promulgating  any  emergency 
regulations,  due  consideration  shall  be 
given  to  the  treaty  rights  of  Indian 
tribes  with  usual  and  accustomed  fish¬ 
ing  grounds  in  the  area  affected  by  such 
regulations.” 

II.  Page  28:  Amend  Section  2.8.2, 
paragraph  3,  first  sentence,  by  adding 
after  the  word  “jurisdiction,”  “except  for 
such  limited  test  fishing  by  Indian  treaty 
right  tribes  as  may  be  authorized  by 
the  Council  and  the  Secretary  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  scientific  study  of  the  advisa¬ 
bility  of  allowing  a  limited  ocean  net 
fishery." 

III.  Pages  39-42:  Section  .2.9:  An  up¬ 
dated  technical  analysis  of  expected 
changes  from  the  average  situation  pre¬ 
vailing  during  the  5-year  period,  1971- 
1975,  resulted  in  changes  in  the  per¬ 
centages  for  Options  2  and  CA.  Option 
CA  is  the  option  adopted  by  the  Council 
on  March  18  and  Option  2  is  the  option 
adopted  on  May  3,  1977.  The  updated 
percentages  are  presented  in  Table  1. 
Accordingly,  percentage  figures  in  the 
text  relating  to  Options  2  and  CA  are 
amended  to  reflect  the  updated  figures. 

In  addition,  an  “Updated  Technical 
Analysis  of  Predicted  Effects  of  Option 
Two”  is  added  to  the  bottom  of  page  41 
to  more  fully  describe  the  effects  of  Op¬ 
tion  2,  which  the  Council  adopted  on 
May  3,  1977. 
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TABLE  1 


AN  UPDATED  SWS1ARY  OF  EXPECTED  CliANGES  FROM  THE  AVERAGE  SITUATTOfS  PREVAILING 

DURING  THE  5-YEAR  PERIOD.  1971-1975.  REGULATORY  OPTIONS  2  AND  COUNCIL  ADOPTEO  (CA) 

E  loses  t 

Ootion 

2  . 

a 

Chinook 

Returns  to  terminal  areas 

Harvestable  numbers  of  fall  Chinook  returning  to  the 

Columbia  River  system  ’ 

♦282 

♦232 

Total  fall  Chinook  run  size  to  the  Columbia  River’’ system 

♦171 

♦142 

Commercial  impact 

Early  season  corcnercial  troll  fishing  time  north 
of  Tillamook  Head  prior  to  July  1 

-402 

-602 

Numbers  of  Chinook  for  troll  fishery  north  of  Tillamook  Head 

-365 

-232 

Pounds  of  Chinook  for  troll  fishery  north  of  Tillamook  Head 

-252 

-192 

Catch  value  of  Chinook  for  troll  fishery  north  of 

Tillamook  Head 

-212 

-182 

Average  size  of  individual  Chinook  for  troll  fishery 
north  of  Tillamook  Head 

♦222 

♦  52 

Chinook  hooking  mortality  losses  for  troll  fishery 
north  of  Tillamook  Head 

-  52 

-212 

Sport  impact 

Number  of  Chinook  for  sport  fishery  north  of 

Tillamook  Head 

-242 

-252 

Chinook  hooking  mortality  losses  for  sport 
fishery  north  of  Tillamook  Head 

Coho 

Returns  to  terminal  areas 

♦132 

♦131 

Harvestable  numbers  of  coho  returning  to  Puget  Sound 

♦  62 

♦  62 

Harvestable  numbers  of  coho  returning  to  Washington 
coastal  streams 

♦152 

♦151 

Harvestable  numbers  of  coho  returning  to  the 

Columbia  River  system 

♦  42 

♦  42 

Harvestable  numbers  of  coho  returning  to  Oregon 
coastal  streams 

♦  22 

♦  22 

Conrtcrclal  impact 

Numbers  of  coho  for  troll  fishery  north  of  Tillamook  Head 

-132 

-181 

Pounds  of  coho  for  troll  fishery  north  of  Tillamook  Head 

-152 

-152 

Catch  value  of  coho  troll  fishery  north  of  Tillamook  Head 

-122 

-122 

Sport  impact 

Numbers  of  coho  for  sport  fishery  north  of  Tillamook  Head 

♦  95 

♦  91 

Updated  Technical  Analysis  or  Peedicted 
Krncrs -Option  Two 

A  detailed  technical  analysis  of  specific 
regulatory  proposals  for  1977  indicates  the 
following  expected  changes  from  the  average 
situation  prevailing  during  the  5-year  period. 
1971-1975. 

1.  H&rvestable  numbers  of  adult  fall  Chi¬ 
nook  returning  to  the  Columbia  River  sys¬ 
tem  would  Increase  by  38%.  Total  run  size 
(catch  plus  escapement)  would  Increase  by 
17%.  Hite  would  permit  fulfillment  of  treaty 
Indian  fishing  rights  and  also  permit  the 
Columbia  River  Compact  to  provide  a  via¬ 
ble  August  non-Indian  gill  net  fishery  below 
Bonneville  Dam  on  upper  river  Chinook 
stocks  (see  management  objectives  In  Ap¬ 


pendix  B).  In -river  poundage  yields  from 
lower  and  upper  river  fall  runs  combined 
would  be  expected  to  Increase  from  the  past 
level  of  4.9  million  pounds  annually  to  a 
new  level  of  63  million  pounds  per  year. 

2.  Run  size  Increases  of  similar  magni¬ 
tude  would  also  be  expected  for  Washington 
coastal  fall  Chinook  runs,  with  treaty  Indian 
and  non-treaty  commercial  catches  In  ter¬ 
minal  areas  Increasing  by  over  200.000 
pounds  annually  to  a  new  average  level  of 
nearly  1.1  million  pounds  per  year.  The  ban 
on  April  fishing  would  protect  Columbia 
River  spring  Chinook  In  their  final  year  and 
the  reduction  In  early  season  commercial 
fishing  time  prior  to  July  1  (when  most 
Columbia  River  summer  Chinook  have  en¬ 
tered  the  river)  would  amount  to  40%  lass 


fishing  time  than  the  2%  month  troll  season 
for  1975  and  prior  years  (see  management 
objectives  for  these  runs  In  Appendix  B). 
The  significant  reductions  in  early  season 
fishing  time,  plus  increased  minimum  size 
limits,  would  also  benefit  several  currently 
depressed  Washington  coastal  early-run 
Chinook  stocks.  In  some  of  the  stocks  noted 
above,  the  additional  fish  are  needed  to  bol¬ 
ster  spawning  escapements,  at  least  for  a 
temporary  period  while  they  are  rebuilding 
to  harves table  levels. 

3.  Small  reductions  In  ocean  fishing  rates 
on  Canadian.  Puget  Sound.  Oregon  coastal 
and  California  Chinook  stocks  would  occur 
but  these  would  have  only  a  minimal  effect 
on  overall  management  of  these  resources. 
Any  reduction  In  fishing  rates  off  Washing¬ 
ton  for  the  latter  two  stocks  would  be 
counterbalanced  to  some  extent  by  an  ex¬ 
pected  Increase  In  ocean  fishing  off  Oregon 
and  possibly  California. 

4.  The  commercial  troll  fishery  off  the 
Washington  Coast  and  Columbia  River 
mouth  could  sustain  a  reduction  of  up  to 
one-quarter  In  the  recent  average  for  pounds 
of  Chinook  landed  If  there  Is  no  increase  in 
effort  during  remaining  open  Aiming  periods. 
An  Increase  Is  expected  but  this  factor  is 
Impossible  to  quantify  In  advance  for  a 
fishery  lacking  an  “active"  management  his¬ 
tory  profile.  In  any  case,  the  potential  dollar 
loaa  would  be  substantially  lesa  than  the 
poundage  reduction.  Progressively  higher 
prices  are  traditionally  paid  for  the  larger 
grades  of  troll -caught  Chinook  and  prices 
within  poundage  grade  normally  Increase 
during  the  season.  The  new  regulations 
would  largely  eliminate  the  landing  of  lm- 
maiturea  or  “smalls"  (less  than  8  pounds 
dressed  weight) ,  which  are  the  least  valuable 
grade,  and  would  shift  the  overall  catch  later 
In  the  season  and  to  the  larger,  more  valu¬ 
able  size  categories  of  maturing  Chinook.  For 
example,  three  7-pound  Chinook  totaling  21 
pounds  (dressed,  heads  off)  would  bring 
•42.00  at  the  recent  New  York  wholesale  price 
of  $2.00  per  pound.  A  single  14-pound  Chi¬ 
nook  would  bring  $46.90  at  their  wholeeale 
price  of  $335  per  pound,  or  nearly  $5.00  more 
than  three  small  fish  totaling  50%  more  In 
poundage.  The  average  size  of  Individual  fish 
landed  would  Increase  by  22%  and  hooking 
mortality  losses  would  decline  by  5%.  The 
poundage  reduction  could  be  as  high  as 
900,000  pounds  annually  for  the  Washington 
coastal  troll  fishery  (a  decline  from  3.4  to  2.6 
million  pounds),  but  this  would  amount  to 
only  shout  a  5%  decline  for  the  combined 
UR.  commercial  troll  landings  for  the  States 
of  Washington,  Oregon,  California,  and 
Alaska  (a  decline  from  16.9  to  16.0  million 
pounds). 

5.  The  sport  fisheries  north  of  Tillamook 
Head  would  sustain  a  24%  reduction  In  num¬ 
bers  of  Chinook  caught,  but  the  poundage 
loss  (estimated  at  300,000  pounds  annually) 
would  be  lees  than  that  percentage  due  to  a 
1  Vi -pound  Increase  In  average  size  of  sport 
Chinook  landed.  Hooking  mortality  losses 
would  Increase,  however,  by  an  estimated 
13%. 

NOT*:  These  and  other  projections  are 
baaed  on  continuance  of  the  20-lnch  total 
length  minimum  size  limit  for  Chinook  pres¬ 
ently  in  effect  for  UR.  marine  sport  fisheries 
In  Puget  Sound  and  Juan  de  Fuca  Strait. 
Prior  to  1976,  there  was  no  minimum  size 
limit  and  about  50%  of  the  fish  token  were 
leas  than  20  Inches  In  length. 

6.  Major  coho  salmon  stocks  contributing 
to  ocean  fishery  catches  In  the  Washington 
coast-Columbta.  River  mouth  area  would 
show  varying  results  from  the  1977  regula¬ 
tory  controls.  Harves  table  numbers  of  Puget 
Sound  coho  reaching  UR.  “Inside"  waters 
would  increase  by  6%  with  an  emphasis  to¬ 
ward  later,  natural  spawning  stocks  due  to 
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the  troll  closure  after  mid-September  off 
northern  Washington.  During  low-run  cycles, 
State  management  would  be  directed  toward 
utilizing  these  additional  ftsh  for  spawning 
escapement  requirements.  Southern  British 
Columbia  coho  runs  would  Increase  In  a 
similar  manner  with  some  of  the  ocean 
fishery  “savings”  being  transferred  to  US. 
northern  Puget  Sound  commercial  net  fish¬ 
eries.  Washington  coastal  cobo  runs  would 
show  the  largest  percentage  Increase  In  re¬ 
turning  harvestable  numbers,  averaging  15%, 
but  varying  by  area  and  run  timing.  Late- 
running  native  stocks  from  Grays  Harbor 
tributaries  and  Olympic  Peninsula  rivers 
would  receive  the  most  protection.  Again, 
some  potential  savings  would  be  transferred 
to  needed  spawning  escapements  during  low- 
run  cycles.  Harvestable  coho  runs  to  the  Co¬ 
lumbia  River  system  and  Oregon  coastal 
streams  would  Increase  by  4%  and  2%,  re¬ 
spectively.  Annually  coho  poundage  yields 
for  treaty  and  non-treaty  “inside"  fisheries 
are  predicted  to  Increase  by  400,000  pounds 
(to  a  6.5  million  pound  total)  for  Puget 
Sound,  by  200,000  pounds  (to  a  1.2  million 
pound  total)  for  Washington  coastal  areas, 
and  by  100,000  pounds  (to  a  2J0  million 
pound  total)  In  the  Columbia  River  system. 

7.  The  commercial  troll  fishery  off  the 
Washington  coast  and  Columbia  River  mouth 
could  sustain  a  reduction  of  up  to  15% 
from  the  recent  average  for  coho  poundage  if 
effort  did  not  increase  after  July  1  over 
past  years'  levels.  The  potential  economic 
loss  would  be  significantly  less  since  coho 
prices  traditionally  Increase  as  the  season 
progresses  and  larger,  better  quality  fish  ap¬ 
proaching  maturity  are  landed.  For  example. 
In  1975  a  major  fish  buyer  at  LaPush  on 
the  Washington  coast  began  paying  trailers 
$0.73  per  pound  for  coho  on  June  15  and 
Increased  prices  by  Incremental  steps  during 
the  season  to  reach  a  high  of  $1.05  per  pound 
on  September  30.  In  terms  of  Washington 
State  troll  landings,  a  reduction  of  up  to 
800,000  pounds  per  year  could  be  antici¬ 
pated  by  a  decline  from  5.5  to  4.7  million 
pounds  annually.  In  the  context  of  U.S. 
coastwide  troll  coho  catches,  as  reflected  In 
total  landings  for  the  States  of  Washington, 
Oregon,  California,  and  Alaska,  this  decline 
would  be  4%  or  less  (a  decline  from  19.2  to 
18.4  million  pounds  annually). 

8.  The  sport  fisheries  catch  of  coho  salmon 
north  of  Tillamook  Head  would  increase  by 
9%  with  the  new  regulations.  This  change 
would  result  from  the  combination  of  larger 
Chinook  minimum  size  limits  and  the 
greater  abundance  of  coho  available  due  to 
a  delay  In  the  troll  season  opening  date. 
The  coho  size  limit  reduction  would  be  of 
secondary  Importance.  For  the  combined 
ocean  sport  catch  of  Chinook  and  coho,  little 
or  no  change  in  numbers  of  fish  would  be 
expected  since  the  loss  of  small  Chinook 
would  be  largely  counterbalanced  by  In¬ 
creased  coho  catches.  It  is  expected  that 
the  overall  U.S.  sport  catch  of  coho  would 
realize  an  additional  500,000  pounds  under 
the  new  regulations. 

9.  For  all  U.S.  and  Canadian  fisheries  har¬ 
vesting  salmon  stocks  that  are  present  at 
some  time  off  the  Washington  coast,  the 
proposed  ocean  fishing  regulatory  changes 
north  of  Tillamook  Head  would  result  In  a 
total  poundage  yield  Increase  of  about  1.1 
million  pounds  annually  from  existing  levels 
of  chlrook  and  coho  salmon  resources.  This 
occurs  primarily  because  Chinook  and  coho 
would  be  caught  at  a  larger  average  size. 
Three  types  of  catch  shifts  are  Involved:  (a) 
From  early  to  later  In  the  ocean  fishing 
season  for  maturing  Chinook  and  coho;  (b) 
from  immature  Chinook  to  mature  fish  taken 
one  season  later  In  the  ocean;  and  (c) 


from  ocean  fisheries  to  "Inside”  fisheries. 
Additional  benefits  would  be  derived  by  In¬ 
creasing  spawning  escapements  to  begin  re¬ 
building  currently  depressed  native  salmon 
stocks.  Minimum  annual  yield  Increases  to 
U.S.  fisheries  would  approximate  net  results 
for  “gains”  and  "losses”  predicted  In  No.’s 
1  through  8  or  about  400,000  pounds  In  the 
case  of  Chinook  and  400,000  pounds  for 
coho. 

10.  The  aggregate  of  Canadian  salmon  fish¬ 
eries  participating  In  the  harvest  of  these 
stocks  will  also  benefit  from  these  Increased 
yields  to  the  extent  of  about  300,000  addi¬ 
tional  pounds  annually  (mainly  Chinook), 
even  though  one  specific  element,  the  troll 
fishery  off  the  U.S.  coast,  will  have  to  fish 
under  somewhat  more  restrictive  regulations 
than  prevailed  In  the  past. 

IV.  Page  44:  A  new  Section,  2.11,  is 
added  to  read: 

2.11  Pacific  Fishery  Management  Coun¬ 
cil  Action  on  Regulatory  Option  taken  on 
May  3,  1977.  The  Pacific  Fishery  Manage¬ 
ment  Council  reconsidered  certain  aspects 
of  its  plan  and  during  public  meeting  on 
May  2-3,  1977,  in  Portland,  Oregon,  took 
action  to  ameny  certain  portions  of  the  plan. 
The  major  amendments  adopted  on  May  3, 
1977,  decreases  the  mid-season  closed  season 
for  commercial  troll  fishing  north  of  Til¬ 
lamook  Head,  from  one  month  (all  of  June) 
to  two  weeks  (June  15-30),  Increases  the 
minimum  size  limit  for  Chinook  from  26 
Inches  to  28  Inches  north  of  Tillamook  Head, 
and  provides  for  recognition  of  Makah  In¬ 
dian  tribe  treaty  rights. 

A  summary  of  the  regulatory  provi¬ 
sions  in  the  plan,  including  modifica¬ 
tions  made  by  the  Council  on  May  3, 
1977  is  as  follows: 

Regulations  North  of  Tillamook  Head 

COMMERCIAL  TROLL 

(a)  An  all-species  commercial  troll  season, 
from  July  1  through  September  15. 

(b)  Required  use  of  barbless,  single  hooks 
on  all  terminal  troll  gear  during  any  early 
season  salmon  fishing  prior  to  July  1. 

(c)  A  28-inch  total  length  minimum  size 
limit  for  Chinook  salmon,  16- Inch  total 


Season 

Oregon:  April  30  through  October  31. 

California:  North  of  Tomales  Point — all 
year. 

South  of  Tomales  Point — February  12,  1977 
through  November  13,  1977. 

Size  Limits  ( All  Species) 

Oregon:  No  size  limit. 

California:  22  Inches  (exception,  see  dally 
limit). 

Gear 

Oregon :  One  rod. 

California:  In  accordance  with  existing 
State  regulations  (Including  no  limit  on 
number  of  rods  or  gear  during  the  commer¬ 
cial  fishing  season). 


length  minimum  size  limit  for  coho,  and 
no  minimum  size  limit  for  other  salmon 
species. 

(d)  Require  that  any  vessel  subject  to 8tate 
hold  inspection,  fishing  north  of  Tillamook 
Head,  between  July  1  and  July  10  or  fishing 
off  California  between  May  15  and  May  25, 
must  have  on  board  documentation  of  such 
Inspection  as  may  be  Issued  by  the  State  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  above  stated  areas. 

(e)  An  early  season  for  all  salmon  species 
other  than  coho  from  May  1  through 
June  14. 

(f)  A  late  season  all-species  troll  fishery 
from  September  16  through  October  31, 
south  of  Point  Grenville  In  Washington 
State. 

(g)  Unlawful  to  possess  steelhead. 

OCEAN  SPORT 

(a)  A  general  all-species  season  from  the 
Saturday  closest  to  May  1  (April  30  In  1977) 
through  October  31. 

(b)  A  24-inch  total  length  minimum  size 
limit  for  Chinook  salmon,  a  16-lnch  total 
length  minimum  for  coho,  and  no  minimum 
size  limit  for  other  salmon  species. 

(c)  A  gear  limitation  of  one  rod  per  fisher¬ 
man. 

(d)  Adoption  of  current  possession  limits, 
annual  limits,  and  gear  restrictions  of  the 
States  of  Oregon  and  Washington,  respec¬ 
tively. 

(e)  A  three-fish  dally  sport  bag  limit. 

INDIAN  TREATY  FISHING 

Specific  troll  regulations  north  of  Sand 
Point,  Washington,  for  1977  for  the  Makah 
Indian  tribe  are  necessary  to  fulfill  treaty 
obligations  to  that  tribe  and  to  comply  with 
applicable  federal  law  Involving  Indian 
treaty  fishing  rights.  Specific  regulations 
should  allow  for  an  all-specles  Makah  troll 
season  from  May  1  to  October  31,  1977.  All 
other  regulations  Issued  pursuant  to  this 
plan  shall  apply  to  Makah  fishing. 

The  regulations  promulgated  for  the 
Makahs  In  this  plan  do  not  constitute  a 
waiver  by  either  the  Makah  tribe  or  the 
council  to  determination  of  such  treaty 
rights  In  the  future. 

Regulations  South  of  Tillamook  Head 


Oregon:  Three  fish. 

California:  Three  fish  (two  must  be  greater 
than  22  Inches;  one  may  be  between  20  and 
22  Inches) . 

V.  Page  44:  Section  2.11,  Data  on 
Ocean  Commercial  and  Recreational 
Salmon  Fisheries  to  be  Supplied  to  the 
Secretary  is  renumbered  to  2.12. 

VI.  Page  46:  Section  5.0,  Unavoidable 
Adverse  Effects.  The  updated  technical 
analysis,  mentioned  previously,  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  some  changes  in  the  percentage 
effects  relating  to  Options  2  and  CA.  TTie 
corrected  figures  are  contained  in  Table 
I. 

|FR  Doc.77-14846  Filed  5-23-77; 8: 45  am| 


Commercial  troll 


Waters  oil  Oregon 


Waters  off  California 


Minimum  site  limits. . .  26  in  for  chinook,  16  in  for  coho,  none  26  in  for  chinook,  22  in  for  coho,  none 

for  other  salmon.  for  other  salmon. 

All  salmon  except  coho  season _ May  1  to  Oct.  31 - Apr.  15  to  Sept.  30. 

Coho  season  _ June  15  to  Oct.  31 -  May  15  to  Sept.  30. 

Vessel  certification.  Note.— See  No.  d  None  south  of  Tillamook  Head . Beginning  May  13. 

of  troll  regulation  proposals  for  north 
of  Tillamook  Head. 

Steelhead . . _ . . Unlawful  to  possess  steelhead. 


OCEAN  SPORT 


Daily  Limit 
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